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SECTION 1. COMMITTEE EXPENSES FOR THE ONE 

HUNDRED EIGHTH CONGRESS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the One 

Hundred Eighth Congress, there shall be paid 
out of the applicable accounts of the House of 
Representatives, in accordance with this pri-
mary expense resolution, not more than the 
amount specified in subsection (b) for the ex-
penses (including the expenses of all staff sala-
ries) of each committee named in such sub-
section. 

(b) COMMITTEES AND AMOUNTS.—The commit-
tees and amounts referred to in subsection (a) 
are: Committee on Agriculture, $10,327,531; Com-
mittee on Armed Services, $11,931,357; Committee 
on the Budget, $11,869,572; Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, $14,673,371; Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, $18,622,138; 
Committee on Financial Services, $13,696,487; 
Committee on Government Reform, $19,614,435; 
Committee on House Administration, $8,527,057; 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, 
$7,809,730; Committee on International Rela-
tions, $14,552,695; Committee on the Judiciary, 
$14,048,616; Committee on Resources, $13,509,424; 
Committee on Rules, $5,669,311; Committee on 
Science, $11,690,845; Committee on Small Busi-
ness, $5,120,301; Committee on Standards of Of-
ficial Conduct, $3,071,250; Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, $16,461,893; Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, $5,486,795; and 
Committee on Ways and Means, $15,976,288. 
SEC. 2. FIRST SESSION LIMITATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Of the amount provided for 
in section 1 for each committee named in sub-
section (b), not more than the amount specified 
in such subsection shall be available for ex-
penses incurred during the period beginning at 
noon on January 3, 2003, and ending imme-
diately before noon on January 3, 2004. 

(b) COMMITTEES AND AMOUNTS.—The commit-
tees and amounts referred to in subsection (a) 
are: Committee on Agriculture, $5,084,900; Com-
mittee on Armed Services, $5,871,876; Committee 
on the Budget, $5,856,333; Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, $7,047,896; Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, $9,101,042; Committee 
on Financial Services, $6,601,085; Committee on 
Government Reform, $9,740,963; Committee on 
House Administration, $4,122,092; Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, $3,780,487; Com-
mittee on International Relations, $6,993,645; 
Committee on the Judiciary, $6,957,554; Com-
mittee on Resources, $6,492,029; Committee on 
Rules, $2,797,898; Committee on Science, 
$5,711,401; Committee on Small Business, 
$2,535,261; Committee on Standards of Official 
Conduct, $1,527,825; Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, $7,982,558; Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs, $2,703,328; and Committee 
on Ways and Means, $7,828,037. 
SEC. 3. SECOND SESSION LIMITATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Of the amount provided for 
in section 1 for each committee named in sub-
section (b), not more than the amount specified 
in such subsection shall be available for ex-
penses incurred during the period beginning at 
noon on January 3, 2004, and ending imme-
diately before noon on January 3, 2005. 

(b) COMMITTEES AND AMOUNTS.—The commit-
tees and amounts referred to in subsection (a) 
are: Committee on Agriculture, $5,242,632; Com-
mittee on Armed Services, $6,059,481; Committee 
on the Budget, $6,013,239; Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, $7,625,475; Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, $9,521,097; Committee 
on Financial Services, $7,095,402; Committee on 
Government Reform, $9,873,472; Committee on 
House Administration, $4,404,965; Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, $4,029,243; Com-
mittee on International Relations, $7,559,050; 
Committee on the Judiciary, $7,091,062; Com-
mittee on Resources, $7,017,395; Committee on 
Rules, $2,871,413; Committee on Science, 
$5,979,444; Committee on Small Business, 
$2,585,041; Committee on Standards of Official 
Conduct, $1,543,425; Committee on Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure, $8,479,334; Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs, $2,783,466; and Committee 
on Ways and Means, $8,148,251. 
SEC. 4. VOUCHERS. 

Payments under this resolution shall be made 
on vouchers authorized by the committee in-
volved, signed by the chairman of such com-
mittee, and approved in the manner directed by 
the Committee on House Administration. 
SEC. 5. REGULATIONS. 

Amounts made available under this resolution 
shall be expended in accordance with regula-
tions prescribed by the Committee on House Ad-
ministration. 
SEC. 6. ADJUSTMENT AUTHORITY. 

The Committee on House Administration shall 
have authority to make adjustments in amounts 
under section 1, if necessary to comply with an 
order of the President issued under section 254 
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985 or to conform to any reduc-
tion in appropriations for the purposes of such 
section 1.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. NEY) and the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
LARSON) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. NEY). 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here today to 
consider H. Res. 148, an omnibus fund-
ing resolution providing for the ex-
penses of certain committees of the 
United States House of Representatives 
in the 108th Congress. 

In February of this year, the Chair, 
myself, and the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON), ranking mem-
ber, reviewed what was presented to us 
by each Chair and ranking member of 
each committee. They presented a 
budget request to the Committee on 
House Administration and introduced 
individual resolutions to support their 
funding requests. This resolution, H. 
Res. 148, the omnibus primary expense 
resolution, combines all of the indi-
vidual resolutions that came from 
those committees into one bill, exclud-
ing the Select Committee on Homeland 
Security. 

I am pleased to put before the House 
a bipartisan resolution that can be sup-
ported by a majority of Members on 
both sides of the aisle. I feel that both 
chairmen and ranking members will 
agree that this carefully crafted agree-
ment will provide sufficient funding for 
them to carry out the duties and re-
sponsibilities for which they are 
charged. 

As we all know, the Select Com-
mittee on Homeland Security was cre-
ated at the beginning of this Congress. 
That committee will provide an impor-
tant oversight function, overseeing the 
newly created Department of Home-
land Security and ensuring that the 
combined agencies are doing the job we 
all expect of them with regards to pro-
tecting our homeland and its security. 
However, due to the fact that the 
Homeland Security Budget represents 
a special situation with regard to this 
funding cycle, we have not included 
them in this omnibus funding resolu-
tion, but they will instead be consid-
ered separately. During this cycle com-

mittees requested from the Committee 
on House Administration a total of 
$252.5 million in spending. This is $49 
million more than what was authorized 
in the 107th Congress and represents a 
24.1 percent requested increase. 

In removing Homeland Security from 
the equation, the request by commit-
tees total $241.5 million, which is a 
$37.9 million increase over the 107th au-
thorized levels and an 18.6 percent in-
crease. This resolution reduces the 
amount requested by committees by 
$18.6 million, or a 7.7 percent decrease. 

House Resolution 148, as amended, 
provides for expenses of all committees 
other than Homeland Security and au-
thorizes $222.8 million, a 9.4 percent in-
crease, and that is 9.4 percent over a 2-
year period. This is a $19.3 million in-
crease over the 107th congressional au-
thorized levels. 

It should be noted that the 108th Con-
gress funding level of $222.8 million in 
this resolution is still lower than the 
funding levels in the 103rd Congress in 
both constant and actual dollars. The 
mark for the 103rd Congress was $223.3 
million and when adjusted for inflation 
amounts to $284.7 million in 2003 dol-
lars. This means that while 10 years 
have lapsed since the beginning of the 
103rd Congress, our funding levels are 
just now reaching the levels authorized 
in that Congress on a real dollar busi-
ness basis because of the drastic costs 
instituted in the 104th Congress. On a 
constant dollar basis, we are signifi-
cantly under the adjusted amount by 
approximately $62 million. 

The reason I mention this, Mr. 
Speaker, is it shows, I think, prudent 
history on the part of the House for the 
committees to continue to do their job. 
Yet if we look back at the 103rd Con-
gress, we are living I think within a 
very reasonable presented budget. I am 
proud of the numbers we are putting 
forward with this resolution. As I stat-
ed earlier, I feel that most, not all, but 
most Members will be able to widely 
support this measure. 

This resolution also carries forward a 
goal that we have reached in the 107th 
Congress whereby committees allo-
cated at least one third of their re-
sources to the minority. Since the 
104th Congress, we have strived to 
reach the goal of dividing committee 
resources on a two-thirds/one-third 
basis between the majority and minor-
ity of each committee. I am proud to 
say that committee chairmen have 
worked with their respective ranking 
members and produced agreements 
that provide for a two-thirds/one-third 
split of resources. And it is important 
to note that if not for the leadership of 
Speaker HASTERT in cooperation with 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
LARSON), our ranking member, this 
goal absolutely would never have been 
reached nor would we have been able to 
continue to ensure the fair division of 
the resources in this resolution. 

Also I want to thank both the gen-
tleman from California (Chairman 
THOMAS) and the gentleman from 
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